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Education & Experience 

 

Peter was born in Port Pirie, South Australia in 1954.  In 1991 he received his BSc (Hons) from 

Adelaide University and his PhD from Flinders University in 2000.  Prior to commencing as 

Collection Manager, Entomology at the South Australian Museum (2008) he had two postdocs 

working on aquatic invertebrates of ephemeral rivers and worked for one year as an environmental 

consultant with a private consultancy. 

 

His primary research focus is the terrestrial invertebrate fauna of salt lakes.  This involves discovery, 

description and investigation of the phylogeography of the fauna using DNA sequencing. 

 

Candidate’s statement 

 

My interest in the fauna of salt lakes started in the late 1970’s and was the driving force to return to 

study as a mature age student.  Australia is a land of salt lakes yet relatively little is known about the 

animals living on them.  To help raise the public awareness of salt lakes I frequently give 

presentations to community groups and run excursions to illustrate that the commonly held perception 

that nothing could live out on the dry salt lakes could not be further from the truth.  I presented at the 

ISSLR conferences in Perth (Australia), Mar Chiquita (Argentina), Beijing (China) and most recently 

Ulan-Ude (Russia).  As a member of the Board I believe I can help further the goals of the Society in 

the promotion, conservation and research of our saline habitats. 
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