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Education & Experience 
I recieved my PhD degree from Environmental and Evolutionary 
Biology Department, the University of Liverpool, UK, in Freshwater Ecology "Whole Lake and 
Mesocosm Studies on the Role of Nutrients and Zooplankton Grazing in a system of Shallow 
and Deep lakes". She did two short post docs in 1996 and 1997 in Liverpool Univ., UK, and 
Freshwater Research Institute, Denmark, respectively.  
 
Onward 1997, she has been employed at Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Türkiye and 
she has founded the Limnology Laboratory and since then she has been heading the laboratory. 
Her research focuses on ecological structure, function, and diversity of lake and pond 
ecosystems, which are hotspots for maintaining biodiversity, ecosystem functions and 
processes. Our research aims to understand the impact of global changes (e.g., climate 
change, land and water uses, eutrophication, salinization, brownification) on lake and pond 
ecosystems through funding obtained from international (EU-Framework and Horizon 2020) and 
national projects. The impact of these drivers was investigated using multiple approaches on-
land and in-situ mesocosm experimental systems to develop a mechanistic understanding of 
ecosystem processes (Please see METU-Mesocosms System I and II). Long-term ecological 
monitoring has also been employed in our research, providing high temporal resolution. When 
combined with the "space for time substitute" approach, the increased spatial resolution allows 
for a comprehensive understanding of the impact of global changes on ecosystem structure, 
function, and diversity. Modeling and paleoecology approaches are also implemented in our 
research when necessary. 
Onward 2019, she has actively been involved in Saline lakes research especially the impact of 
freshwater salinization on ecosystem structure, function and diversity. METU Mesocosms 
System II specifically focuses on experiments on saline lakes. Dr. Beklioglu is also the founder 
and the leader of the Centre for Ecosystem Research at METU that focuses on research on 
different ecosystems and in there she has been coordinating the research on aquatic 
ecosystems. 
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Candidate's Statement 

I am involved in salt lake research just recently. My first experience with ISSLR was being 
the local organizer of the 15th ICSLR which was held at Antalya, Türkiye in 2025. We are 
now a tema of scientist who are actively focusing on freshwater salinization as a research 
topic. Members of ISSLR are very welcoming and inspiring to research together, they have 
invited me to be the part of the board.  
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